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Who Am I? 

I’m Sandy 
written by Sandy Rettschlag | October 2014 

 

I am the oldest and greatest of the Sidetracked Sisters. I 
love organization, although often find it hard to achieve this. 
I love to be around people on my terms, especially family, 
and generally love to have fun, even at other’s expense. I 
love to create and have the need to accomplish something 
on a daily basis. I love to be outside and feel I am very 
blessed by having a wonderful family and great friends. I 
love to spend time at our cottage. I am a very impromptu 
person which causes some usually "interesting" results. I 
love gardening, walking, reading, biking and being near the 
water. Put me on the ocean (big water) with a good book 
and you might never see me again.  
 
I am also a bit of a control freak and find it hard to control 
four households (mine and the other Sidetracked Sisters)!!!! 
I should also point out that I have been a paralegal for 51 
years. I enjoy my work. It gives me a feeling of 
accomplishment and self-worth. I also love being a Mom 
and “Granny” as I am often referred as. I always say, “I 
can’t imagine life without me”. Just kidding – no I’m not! 
There isn’t enough time to do all the things I would love to 
do, so I get my book by the lake, or on my patio, and “just 
read”. 
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Sidetracked Sisters 
Sidetracked Sisters is a foursome of family members who 
love to get together, talk incessantly for hours, have big 
ideas that go in all different directions, no two seemingly to 
be the same. We are two sets of sisters and have always 
been close. Two of these characters are my daughters and 
one is my sister. It creates hours of fun, hysteria, and lots of 
laughs and, yes, sometimes tears. We are very diverse in 
our personalities and styles and that creates lots of 
“interesting” discussions, chat sessions, and more often 
than not some hysteria. 

I’m Judy 

written by Judy Goodson | October 2014 

 

They call me “Judy the Mouth” 
 
I hate it and I own it.  My greatest strength is often my 
greatest weakness, and my mouth often gets me in trouble. 
I’m a Banker, a Wife, and gratefully a mom.  My 
motherhood came later in life, so our son Matt is 20 years 
younger than my sister’s two girls.  I had relationship 
challenges early on and happily have been married to my 
soul mate for the past 28 years. 
  
I claim very little creative talent and I thrive on being around 
my creative sidetracked sisters.  I love to read, write family 
poems, walk, be with my husband, and adore my dog.  I 
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often say that dogs are the best people in the world. 
 
I love spending time at my sister’s cabin in Door County 
with 14 family members and at least 4 dogs.  I find heaven 
on the water with the people I love, talking, walking, biking, 
reading, or just being. 
 
I’ve lived in Wisconsin, Texas, California, and Colorado and 
recently returned to Wisconsin to re-join my Sidetracked 
Sisters.  We live in Beaver Dam, and I work in Beaver 
Dam.  I have a desire to do voice acting and am studying to 
figure out how that might work. 
 
I’ve made my last move at least by choice except one day 
to retire in Door County. With my budget, that will come to 
pass in my late 80’s or 90’s! Hah! 
I enjoy sharing my opinion, which I like to think of as 
wisdom.   
 
If Sandy is the greatest, then I’m the wisest! 

Sidetracked Sisters 
Sidetracked Sisters are two sets of two sisters one 
generation apart.  The older sisters are as different and as 
much alike as two sisters can be.  One brunette, one 
blonde, one green eyes, one brown eyes, one stayed put in 
Beaver Dam, one traveled a bit.  Sandy had two girls - The 
second set of Sidetracked Sisters.  One brunette, one 
blond, both brown eyes and as alike and as different as two 
sisters can be. 
 
The name originated to label craft shows that we did in our 
homes each year especially on “widow’s weekend”.  Since 
we professionally consist of a Paralegal, Banker, Teacher, 
and Computer Geek, Sidetracked allowed our creative 
sides to come out and play and gave us one more outlet to 
joke, criticize, insult, tease and sometimes even support 
each other. We also learned that if you wanted an opinion, 
we had 4 different ones to offer (more of that to follow). 
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I'm Lisa 
written by Lisa Hoffman | October 2014 

 

When I was a child, I wanted to be an artist. When I was a 
teenager, I would cry myself to sleep because I didn't know 
what I wanted to be. In college, personality tests said ... 
TEACHER! Ok, that stuck. I am currently a teacher, wife, 
mom, and closet artist. 
 
I live in my hometown and stay sane by gardening. Right 
now, however, the weeds have gotten the upper hand. I 
love to read books that give me something to talk or think 
about. I dream of projects that I want to do. My house is in a 
constant state of chaos. 
 
My favorite breakfast -- Bloody Mary 
My favorite lunch -- Gin and Tonic 
My favorite dinner -- Brandy Old Fashion Sour (w/ olives) 
 
I am religious about walking my dog every morning. I love 
hot summer days reading a book in the screen porch 
listening to the cicadas sing. To get my ultimate top rating, 
a movie MUST make me cry. I read to my 3 kids every day 
at bedtime. I truly believe that tv is evil. I find it frustrating 
that I often find the "ideas" of projects/activities way more 
appealing than the actual doing part....lastly, I wonder how 
to be an excellent teacher, a pleasing wife, an attentive 
mom, an adequate homemaker WITHOUT becoming an 
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overwhelmed, bitchy, depressed me. 

Sidetracked Sisters 
Sidetracked Sisters is a place where 4 different 
personalities get together to laugh, joke, poke-fun, and 
solve the problems of the universe. I think I should have 
added something politically correct about celebrating family, 
honoring traditions, blah, blah, blah ... but that is really not 
our style. So come along for the ride. Roll your eyes and 
stick out your tongue. See what craziness we cook up! 

I’m ‘Chelle 
written by Michelle Schneider | October 2014 

 

Well – it depends on who you ask… Because I’m writing 
this – I guess you get MY opinion of who I am. First, I am a 
mother of 3. My kids keep me going, drive me crazy, but I 
love them dearly. Second, I am a computer engineer. I’ve 
worked in the computer industry for the past 20 years doing 
everything from building/repairing computers and training to 
setting up networks. As my kids say – I’m a computer geek. 
I love working with computers. Some might even say I’m 
obsessed with them. In addition to those things – I’m also a 
wife, daughter, and sister. I am not an outdoorsy type of 
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person and I HATE gardening!! My ideal thing to do is to 
organize my office and then show someone how 
wonderfully I’ve organized it. My other two favorite things to 
do are reading and sleeping. There is nothing quite as 
wonderful as snuggling in a comfy bed and reading until 
you fall asleep… AAAHHHH – nirvana! 

Sidetracked Sisters 
On the idea of being a sister leads me to Sidetracked 
Sisters. You may ask, “What is Sidetracked Sisters?” Well - 
we are 2 sets of sisters that truly embody the word 
“Sidetracked”. When we get together, we have a very hard 
time staying on one topic. Frequently one topic will start and 
before that can be completed, someone has already moved 
onto the next topic. We love each other dearly, but also love 
to pick on each other just as much. One of us is a control 
freak, one of us is a little flighty, one of us is sensitive and 
the other is analytical. When I give these descriptions – I 
have certain sisters in mind. Now – tomorrow – if asked to 
classify the sisters again – it will be a different sister that is 
the control freak, a little flighty, sensitive and analytical. We 
are all very much alike but also very different. 


